ETHICS

EO 3: The student will identify and appraise selected ethical concepts.
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Guiding Questions:

· What is the Good Life?

· How do I know if my actions are ethical?

· What is ethics?

· On what kinds of things have philosophers tried to base morality?

· What should/ought I do?

___________________________

Name


Curricular Components:

· Relevant terminology

· Main components, goals, and underlying rational for selected ethical theories

· How various philosophers answered ethical questions

· Differentiate between ethical systems based on logic and those based on other value systems.

· Distinguish between absolute and relative ethical theories

· Compare and contrast various ethical theories

· Give examples of act-based and consequentialist ethical theories.

· Apply ethical theories to life-like scenarios

Moral Parsimony Test
Directions:  Log on to the web site www.philosophersnet.com/games and click on the option Morality Play.  Read each question carefully and answer them honestly.  Many of the questions will seem very similar because they have been carefully worded to identify certain things, so you must read the questions carefully.  When you are finished answering the questions, it will show you your Analysis.  Print it out; it will be 8-9 pages long.  Staple your Analysis together, put your name on it, and hand it in.  We will complete the chart below together in class.

	Category
	Percentage
	What Does It Mean?

	Moral Parsimony 
	
	

	Geographical Distance 
	
	

	Family Relatedness
	
	

	Acts and Omissions
	
	

	Scale


	
	


The Ethical Perspective Indicator:
(Excerpted & modified from, Experiencing Philosophy, Falikowski)

Purpose:  This self-test will give you a rough idea as to your moral perspectives/assumptions.

Instructions:  Each statement that follows reflects a moral perspective.  You will use the following scale to indicate your level of agreement or disagreement with each statement.  Some of the statements have been deleted because they apply to a different age group.  You do not need to score those.
	1 = strongly disagree

	2 = disagree somewhat

	3 = undecided

	4 = agree somewhat

	5 = strongly agree


___     1.   Morality is largely about character and psychological balance.
___     2.   Morality should be based on happiness and the desire for pleasure.

___     3.   Human reason should serve as the basis of morality.

___     4.   Morality should be more focused on maintaining human relationships vs. rights, duties & the pursuit of personal happiness.

___     5.   Question deleted because it does not apply to age group.

___     6.   Morality that doesn’t further self-interest is dangerous and nonsensical.

___     7.   A moral person is one who functions with integrity.

___     8.   Humans are biologically programmed to seek pleasure and avoid pain.  Hence, actions that maximize pleasure or reduce pain are good.

___     9.   Morality is basically about duty- doing whatever your duty is, just because it is your duty.

___     10.   Moral decisions must be made in context.  It is wrong to think general principles can be applied across all situations.

___     11.   Question deleted because it does not apply to age group.

___     12.   Altruistic morality (doing things for the benefit of others) used guilt to coerce people into doing for others when we would rather be taking care of ourselves.

___     13.   People become morally corrupt when their appetites and desires seize control of their lives.

___     14.   No actions are inherently right or wrong in themselves.  Right or wrong depends on the consequences of the action.

___     15.   A person is moral when he or she is motivated to do the right thing for the right reason.

___     16.   Philosophers throughout history appear to have romanticized rationality, giving it far too much importance.

___     17.   Question deleted because it does not apply to age group.

___     18.   The value of life is ultimately the ground for any rational morality; if it furthers life it is good, if it threatens life it is bad.

___     19.   Morality is largely about the virtues of courage, self control, and wisdom.
___     20.   When making moral decisions, its best to do a cost benefit analysis.  Those actions with the greatest benefits relative to cost should be preferred.

___     21.   When people do the right think for the wrong reason, their action should not be considered “moral”.

___     22.   Those moral ideas that are not based on reason and logic are less sound.

___     23.   Question deleted because it does not apply to age group.

___     24.   Productive work is the central purpose of a rational man’s life, the central value that integrates and determines the hierarchy of all his other values.

___     25.   Reason should control both appetite and passion in the human character.

___     26.   Punishment should be used only as a deterrent, not for retribution or revenge.

___     27.   Moral duties- whether to ourselves or others- are unconditional & required for all.

___     28.   Principles and duties should sometimes be overridden in order to maintain caring relationships.

___     29.   Question deleted because it does not apply to age group.

___     30.   Altruism transforms people into sacrificial animals, with the benefits going to those who don’t deserve it.

___     31.   People do wrong not because they are inherently evil, but because they are ignorant.

___     32.   It is possible to make moral judgments in a spirit of scientific objectivity using mathematical-like calculations.
___     33.   For something to be moral, it must be rationally consistent and universally applicable regardless of person, place, or time.
___     34.   It is not obligation that moves us to moral action, but joy and desire to exercise the virtue of goodness by fulfilling ourselves through moral behavior.
___     35.   Question deleted because it does not apply to age group.

___     36.   In order for morality to work, and make any sense, there must be something in it for me.

The Ethical Perspective Indicator

Directions: Transfer the score for each statement in the correct box on the chart.  Then add together each column.
	Character Moralist
	Utilitarian
	Deontologist
	Feminine Moralist
	Objectivist

	1.
	2.
	3.
	4.
	6.

	7.
	8.
	9.
	10.
	12.

	13.
	14.
	15.
	16.
	18.

	19.
	20.
	21.
	22.
	24.

	25.
	26.
	27.
	28.
	30.

	31.
	32.
	33.
	34.
	36.

	
	
	
	
	


The Ethical Perspective Indicator Explained:
	Character Moralist
	

	Utilitarian
	

	Deontologist
	

	Feminine Moralist
	

	Objectivist
	


Ethical Decision Making:
What is the morally right thing to do in the following cases?

Be sure to discuss your reasons and possible alternative solutions to the one that you propose. Is what you would 'actually' do different from what you 'should' do? If so, why?

1. The sheriff in a southern town is guarding the courthouse against a mob that is about to storm it by force, in order to capture a black prisoner and lynch him even before his trial. If the mob is frustrated, many people may be killed in the ensuing riot. Should the sheriff deliver the prisoner to the mob? 

2. Should the wealthier members of society be forced to pay through taxation, for the poorer members? If so, how much? 

3. A man has been sentenced to prison for armed robbery, and admits guilt for the deed. "But", he argues,” I’ll never do anything of the kind again. I'm not insane or a danger to society. I would be happier out of jail than in. My wife depends on me for support and she and the children would be far happier if I were able to be the family breadwinner again. As to the influence on others, almost no one would ever know about it; you can keep the matter out of the newspapers and no one except you will ever know that the crime was committed. Therefore, you should release me" Assuming he is correct, what would you do? 

4. A rich man and a poor man commit the same type of crime. The rich man is fined $10,000 while the poor man is sent to jail for one year. Is this fair? 

5. You are on a country road and see two neighboring farm houses on fire. One is yours and the other belongs to a new couple who just moved in. Your wife and child are at home as are your neighbors. You can only save one house. Which one do you save? 

6. You run an orphanage and have had a hard time making ends meet. A car dealership offers you a new van worth $15,000 for free if you will falsely report to the government that the dealership donated a van worth $30,000. You really need the van and it will give you an opportunity to make the children happy. Do you agree to take the van? 

7. You are shopping and notice a woman stuffing a pair of stockings into her purse. Do you report her? 

8. You are waiting with a few other people to board a bus. The bus pulls up and before you can board the driver gets out and goes into the convenience store to get a coffee. You are the last to get on the bus. Do you pay your fare? 

9. You discover Bill Gate's wallet lying on the street. It contains $1000.00 Do you send it back to him? 

10. It is 3 a.m. and you are late getting home. As you approach the intersection you notice that no one is around. Do you drive through the red light? 

11. In Dostoyevsky's novel Crime and Punishment the main character plots and carries out the murder of an old woman who has a considerable amount of money in her apartment. After killing her, he steals the money. He argues that 1) she is a malicious old woman, petty, cantankerous and scheming, useless to herself and to society (which happens to be true), and her life causes no happiness to herself or to others; and 2) her money if found after her death would only fall into the hands of chisellers anyway. Whereas he would use it for his education. Is this action justified? 

12. As a nurse, you are the last person to see Mr. Doe before he dies in hospital. You believe that he has become mentally incompetent in the last few hours and in that time he has rewritten his will. In the new will he viciously attacks each member of his adopted family and reveals that he actually was born a woman. He then cuts every family member out of the will leaving his fortune to a Psychic Chatline. Mr. Jones asks you to make sure that the new will gets to his lawyer. Knowing that the document will most likely be thrown out of court but not before the damage to Mr. Doe's family is done, do you carry out Mr. Doe's last request? 

13. Would it be justifiable to whip pigs to death if more succulent pork resulted from this process, giving the consumers of pork more pleasure? 

14. Why punish the theft of $1000 more than the theft of $100? 

15. Why punish attempted murder less than murder? 

16. You are on a boat and nearby are two large rocks filled with persons waiting to be rescued; there are five people on one rock and four on the other. Assume that you cannot rescue both groups and that you are the only one able to rescue either group. Which group do you rescue? 

17. You can only rescue one of each of the following, which do you save?
a) A child or an adult 
b) A stranger or your dog 
c) Hitler or lassie 
d) Your spouse or a Nobel Laureate 
e) A dog or a weasel 
f) Your entire family or the entire canine species 
g) A bottle with the cure for cancer or your brother 
h) A bottle with the cure for cancer or your brother who just gave you one of his kidneys 

18. Are the following acceptable grounds for a person to the life of a non-human animal?

 a) Its noise bothers you at night. 
b) The wolf is killing your sheep. 
c) Its meat makes a tasty dish.
d) You enjoy seeing it squirm.
e) The gophers are destroying your vegetable garden.
f) You just don't like snakes
g) The condor (an endangered species) keeps killing your prized carrier pigeons.
h)I enjoy hunting. 

Where Does Our Personal Morality Come From?

Defining Terms:
	Norms
	

	Values
	

	Attitudes
	

	Virtues
	


Morality-

Ethics-
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Challenges to Ethics

Philosophies of Ethics can be divided into two basic categories based on their approaches:  Intent based ethics and Consequence based ethics.

	Intent

Ethics
	

	Consequence

Ethics
	


Challenges to Ethical Theories can be divided roughly into three types.

	
	Basis for Theory
	Problems With Theory

	Logical Positivism
	
	

	Ethical Relativism
	
	

	Determinism
	
	


Plato’s Ethics:



Evil is due to _________________________.

Our souls are comprised of three parts:

1.

2.

3.

Why must all parts of our soul work harmoniously?

Finding the nature of the good life is an intellectual task similar to the discovery of mathematical truths. You have to be trained for both.

-

-

Plato says our society should also be in balance. Each part of our soul corresponds to a part of society.

Appetite/Desire –

Spirit –

Reason – 


Aristotle’s Ethics:
Founded his own school, the Lyceum. 
After his death, his treatises on reasoning were grouped together and called Organon, which is the basis for the field of Logic.

Aristotle used a ___________________ approach to ethical 

problems but he was mostly a _____________________.
What would Aristotle answer to these questions?

· What is the “good life” for people?

· How ought people behave?

Aristotle’s Doctrine of the Mean:
The Doctrine of the Mean
	Category
	Excess (vice)
	Virtue (mean)
	Deficiency (vice)

	Money
	
	
	

	Honor
	
	
	

	Anger
	
	
	

	Self-expression
	
	
	

	Conversation
	
	
	





Epicurean/Hedonist Ethics:
Hedonism:
Modern Hedonism:

Epicurean Hedonism:

Epicurus says that all pleasure is good and all pain is evil. However, sometimes pleasure shouldn’t be chosen over pain. When should pain be chosen over pleasure?
What types of things bring us pleasure? Do these things bring us long-term or short-term pleasure?

How does Epicurean Hedonism compare to modern society? Do most people do what will benefit them in the long run?

While doing the accompanying reading, please complete the following questions:

1. What is Cyrenaic hedonism?

2. What is the difference between monetary and enduring pleasures?

3. What is the difference between kinetic and static pleasures?

4. What is ataraxia? 



Stoic Ethics:
Historical Background:

Main Ideas

“Courage is not getting rid of the butterflies in your stomach;

 it is making the butterflies fly in formation.”
-Unknown
Hedonism and Stoicism Advice:

Directions:  Imagine that two therapists work in the same office.  One therapist is a stoic, the other is a hedonist.  Using the guidelines on Hedonism & Stoicism in your folder, write the prescriptive advice each therapist would give to ease the patients' mental anguish.

	Patient Issue
	Hedonist Advice
	Stoic Advice

	Broke up with a girlfriend
	
	

	Had a fight with her best friend
	
	

	Feeling guilt over receiving a raise while other people in his office lost their jobs.
	
	

	Feeling jealous because someone else was picked for a team while she was cut.
	
	

	Feeling afraid to come to school because he didn't do his English paper.
	
	

	She believes she has a bad haircut and this is causing her much anxiety.
	
	



Utilitarianism:
Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) and John Stuart Mill (1808-1873) are the two most famous utilitarian philosophers.
“Principle of Utility”

Counter Arguments


Altruistic Ethics:
Coined by Auguste Comte in order to describe his ethical doctrine. He believed that individuals had a moral obligation to renounce self-interest and live for others.

Altruism:

Moral Value:

C.D. Broad’s Definition:

W.G. Maclagan’s Definition:
When was the last time that you saw someone acting altruistic? Describe what they did and the result.

When was the last time YOU were altruistic? Describe what you did and the result.



Kant’s Categorical Imperative:
Deontological approach:

Categorical Imperative:

According to Kant’s Imperative, what should everyone do in this situation?

· Cut in line
· Steal something
· Break a promise
· Murder someone
Kant believed that good will = moral intent. Virtues are not moral in themselves. Example: Could a criminal be calm, strong, smart, clever, and intelligent and use those traits to do bad things?

Bottom Line:





Objectivist Ethics:
Definitions

Individualism:

Conformity:

Obedience:

Independence:
Main philosopher: Ayn Rand
Essence of Objectivism:

Medical Ethics:
Cloning is defined as a method of reproduction used to copy a cell or an individual (producing a clone) from their DNA . Except when there are errors or mutations during copying, a clone is genetically identical to the original: it has the same DNA. 

1. Do you support the scientific advancement of cloning?  Explain why.

2. What may be some advantages to cloning?

3. What may be some disadvantages to cloning?

4. Should we let one’s religious beliefs prohibit the cloning of human beings?  

5. What if a family lost a child at a very young age to an accident and was unable to have more children.  Would you support the idea of cloning their previous child to allow them to raise a child again?

6. What if we could clone the most intelligent people in the world to help solve the most difficult problems?  Would you support doing this?  Why or why not?
Ethical Scenarios:

	Ethical Dilemma #1:


	Ethical Perspective
	What should the characters do, and why?

	Platonic Teleology
	

	Aristotle's Doctrine of the Mean
	

	Modern Hedonism
	

	Stoicism
	

	Utilitarianism
	

	Altruism
	

	Categorical Imperative
	

	Objectivism
	


	Ethical Dilemma #2:


	Ethical Perspective
	What should the characters do, and why?

	Platonic Teleology
	

	Aristotle's Doctrine of the Mean
	

	Modern Hedonism
	

	Stoicism
	

	Utilitarianism
	

	Altruism
	

	Categorical Imperative
	

	Objectivism
	


Ethics Review:
	Ethical Philosophy
	Philosopher(s)
	Main Ideas

	Doctrine of 

the Mean
	
	

	Hedonism
	
	

	Stoicism
	
	

	Utilitarianism 
	
	

	Altruism
	
	

	Ethical Philosophy
	Philosopher(s)
	Main Ideas

	Categorical Imperative
	
	

	Objectivism
	
	

	Logical 

Positivism 
	n/a
	

	Ethical 

Relativism
	n/a
	

	Determinism
	n/a
	


Unit 3 Study Guide
1. Which philosophy believes that if something is right if it fulfills its true purpose and is wrong if it goes against it?

2. Epicurus was a proponent of which school of thought?

3. In hedonism, the final motive or goal is __________________________.

4. For Plato, the soul has three parts. What are they?

5. What philosophy believes that only the end result of an action is important when considering the morality of a course of action?

6. Calmly accepting life’s happenings with dignified resignation is an example of __________________.

7. The lifeboat example is an example of which philosophy?

8. Which philosopher developed the categorical imperative?

9. If a person actually practices the value and behaves in a way that is in 

line with the value, then they are _________________.

10. The idea of self-interest is sacrificed or placed below that of other’s interests is known as _____________________.

11. Why does Stoicism teach that it is best to face your destiny with courage and dignity?

12. Which philosophy argues that altruism, conformity, and obedience to others is immoral?

13. What is Aristotle’s ethical theory called?

14. According to Plato, when is a person living the good life?

15. According to Plato, knowledge is _________________.

16. What philosophy says that pleasure is the ultimate goal of life?

17. What philosophy says that morality is the greatest good for the greatest number?

18. What is the term meaning that necessary action is taken from respect for Natural Law? 

In the spaces, draw an illustration of the events





A Child’s Birthday Party





A Business Meeting





A Wedding





A Funeral





Invictus by William Ernest Henley





Out of the night that covers me,


Black as the Pit from pole to pole


I thanks whatever gods may be


For my unconquerable soul.





In the fell clutch of circumstance


I have not winced nor cried aloud


Under the bludgeonings of chance


My head is bloody, but unbowed





Beyond this place of wrath and tears


Looms but the horror of the shade


And yet the menace of the years


Finds, and shall fine me, unafraid





It matters not how strait the gait,


How charged with punishments the scroll,


I am the master of my fate
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