Name ______________________

12 ANGRY MEN
Informal Logical Fallacies – A persuasive, but irrational rhetorical device

Directions:  While viewing the film, 12 Angry Men, identify the use of 5 informal logical fallacies used by the jurors in the film.  Upon completion of the film, answer the question below.

	Type of Informal Logical Fallacy
	Who uses it?
	How was it used 

in the film?
	How Effective 

was it?

	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


From the evidence you heard, in your opinion, would you have been able to convict the defendant?  Why? 
	Juror #
	Character Descriptions

	1
	The jury foreman, somewhat pre-occupied with his duties; proves to be accommodative to others. An Assistant High-School Football coach. 

	2
	A mild and unpretentious bank clerk 

	3
	A businessman and an emotionally distraught father, opinionated and stubborn 

	4
	A rational stockbroker, imperturbable and self-assured 

	5
	A young man from violent slum, a Baltimore Orioles fan 

	6
	A house Painter, tough but principled and respectful 

	7
	A salesman, sports fan, superficial and indifferent 

	8
	An architect, the lone dissenter at the beginning. (Named "Davis" in the Film.) 

	9
	A wise and observant elderly man. (Named McArdle in the Film.)

	10
	A garage owner, a loudmouth bigot 

	11
	An immigrant watchmaker, proud to be an American citizen 

	12
	An indecisive advertising executive


Logical Fallacies

	Ad Hominem
	Straw Man
	Circular Reasoning

	Two Wrongs
	Argument from Ignorance
	Slippery Slope

	Appealing to Unqualified Authority
	Red Herring
	Guilt by Association

	False Dilemma
	Taking the Argument to the Absurd
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