POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY

Unit 5
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Guiding Questions:

· What is justice?

· How do ideas affect government?

· Why do we need government?

· Where does freedom come from?

___________________________
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___________
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Curricular Components:

· Relevant terminology

· Plato's description of a just society

· Machiavelli's advice to rulers

· Hobbes's concept of the State of Nature

· The Social Contract of Hobbes and Rousseau

· Locke's ideas about private property

· Rousseau's ideas of majority will

· Mill's utilitarianism

Political Philosophy: Political Views on America

1. Describe your feelings toward the Republican Party.  Do you feel they are the political party that should be leading this country?  Why?

2. Describe your feelings toward the Democratic Party.  Do you feel they are the political party that should be leading this country?  Why?

3. How do you think the media portrays Republicans?

4. How do you think the media portrays Democrats?

5. In any movies you have seen, how does Hollywood portray these political parties?

6. How does the media portray our President?  Do they portray him accurately or do you think there is a bias towards him or against him because of his political party?  Explain.  

7. Are political parties good for this country or do you think they do more harm than good?  Why?

8. Would you favor a multi-party system where there were several major political parties competing for your vote as opposed to the 2 major political parties that exist today in America?  Why?

9. Where do you get you political views from? (Have you developed them on your own, parents, combination of the two, etc…?)

Political Philosophy Overview

1. Why do governments form?
Definitions:

2. Democracy:

3. Autocracy:

4. Oligarchy:

5. Monarchy:

6. Dictatorship:

7. Anarchy:

8. Capitalist:

9. Communist:

10. Republic:

11. Revolutionary:

12. Totalitarian:
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1. What was happening politically in Athens during Plato’s childhood?

2. What are Plato’s three roles/parts of society?

3. How are different roles determined for citizens?

4. What did Plato believe were the dangers of democracy and autocratic monarchy?

5. Under Plato’s ideal form of government, who should rule? What type of government is this?
6. Why would the leaders be forbidden to own any personal property or have families of their own?

7. What is the purpose of government for Plato?

8. For Plato, what is the proper thing for the people to do?

9. Describe in your own words Plato’s ideal form of government?
Plato & The Ring of Gyges

1. Imagine life without governments, without laws, without "society" of any kind.  What would it be like?

2. Do you think human beings, without society, are innately good or evil?  Why?  

Read the following story that Plato tells in his book The Republic, and answer the questions that follow on the back.

For he was a shepherd laboring for the then ruler of Lydia and some part of the earth was shattered by a violent thunderstorm developing along with an earthquake and a chasm appeared at the place where he was pasturing. Seeing this and wondering, he went down and the fable says that he saw, among other wonders, a hollow bronze horse having openings, through which, peeping in, he saw that there was a corpse inside, as it seemed, greater than is usual for men, and wearing nothing else but a golden ring at his hand, that he took off before leaving. When time came for the shepherds to hold their customary assembly in order to prepare their monthly report to the king about the state of the flocks, he came too, wearing this ring. While he was sitting with the others, it chanced that he moved the collet of the ring around toward himself into the inside of his hand ; having done this, he disappeared from the sight of those who were sitting beside him, and they discussed of him as of someone who had left. And he wondered and once again feeling for the ring, he turned the collet outwards and, by turning it, reappeared. Reflecting upon this, he put the ring to the test to see if it indeed had such power, and he came to this conclusion that, by turning the collet inwards, he became invisible, outwards, visible. Having perceived this, he at once managed for himself to become one of the envoys to the king ; upon arrival, having seduced his wife, with her help, he laid a hand on the king, murdered him and took hold of the leadership." (Republic, II, 359b-360b)

3. According to this story, why do people practice justice?

4. Aside from all the weird stuff you might try to do, would being invisible corrupt you?  (1 paragraph)
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Niccolo Machiavelli
1. What is the subject of Machiavelli’s best known book The Prince?

2. How is Machiavelli’s idea of virtue different from Aristotle’s?

3. According to Machiavelli, what are the two types of governments?

4. What does Machiavelli say a new prince should do in order to make sure the old government doesn’t reemerge?

5. Why is it good for “the people” to be moral, but for the Prince to have a different standard of morality?

6. Why must a ruler appear to be one thing, but actually do something else?

7. What does Machiavelli say is better: for us to love the ruler, or fear him?

8. What kind of advisors do good and bad leaders choose?

9. For Machiavelli, what is the proper thing for the people to do?

10. Machiavelli is said to be a political “realist” and argue that “the ends justify the means.”  What do you think of his advice?
Thomas Hobbes 
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1. What was the topic of Hobbes’ book the Leviathan?

2. What did Hobbes believe to be humankind’s main characteristics?

3. According to Hobbes, why should people not be trusted to make decisions?

4. What evidence does Hobbes use to prove his argument that countries are in a battle for wealth and power?

5. For what purpose did Hobbes think that governments were created?

6. Why did Hobbes believe in the rule of a monarch?

7. Why would democracy not work, according to Hobbes?

8. For Hobbes, what is the proper thing for the people to do?

9. Where does the Leviathan get his or her power?

10. How does Hobbes propose to lessen the possibility that the Leviathan might abuse his or her power?
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1. How did Rousseau believe people would act in a state of nature?

2. According to Rousseau, what corrupts the natural goodness of human beings?  Why?

3. What did Rousseau believe is the ideal way of making laws for government?

4. What two parts did Rousseau’s ideal government consist of?

5. In Rousseau’s time, what did most philosophers think about freedom?  

6. How did Rousseau’s ideas differ from theirs?
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1. Why did Locke believe people could rationally settle their differences?

2. Did Locke believe that people were capable of governing themselves?  Why or why not?

3. What did Locke think about Divine Right?

4. How did John Locke add to Thomas Hobbes’ social contract?
5. According to Locke, what is the purpose of a fair government?

6. What did Locke think people should do if governments abused people’s rights?

7. What did Locke think of men being controlled against their will?

8. What did Locke write about the abilities of women?
Investigating John Locke and the Declaration of Independence
Directions:  Read the Declaration of Independence on the next two pages and identify passages that are based on the ideas of Locke that are listed below.  When you find a passage that reflects one of Locke's ideas, highlight it.  Then, in the margin, note the idea (from the first column below) that it reflects.
	John Locke's Ideas
	Quotes from John Locke's Writings

	Natural Rights
	"The state of nature has a law to govern it."

"Life, liberty and property...."

	Purpose of Government
	"...to preserve himself, his liberty, and property."

	Equality
	"...men being by nature all free, equal and independent...."

	Consent of the Governed
	"...for when any number of men have, by the consent of every individual, made a community, with a power to act as one body; which is only by the will and determination of the majority...."

	Limited Government
	"Absolute arbitrary power, or governing without settled laws, can neither of them consist with the ends of society and government."

"As usurpation is the exercise of power which another has a right to, so tyranny is the exercise of power beyond right, which nobody can have a right to."

	Right to Revolution
	"The people shall be the judge....  Oppression raises ferments and makes men struggle to cast off an uneasy tyrannical yoke."


The Declaration of the Thirteen United States of America


When, in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bonds which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation. 


We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed. That whenever any form of government becomes destructive to these ends, it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such government, and to provide new guards for their future security. --Such has been the patient sufferance of these colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former systems of government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute tyranny over these states. To prove this, let facts be submitted to a candid world. 

· He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

· He has forbidden his governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

· He has refused to pass other laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish the right of representation in the legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

· He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. 

· He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 

· He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the legislative powers, incapable of annihilation, have returned to the people at large for their exercise; the state remaining in the meantime exposed to all the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

· He has endeavored to prevent the population of these states; for that purpose obstructing the laws for naturalization of foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migration hither, and raising the conditions of new appropriations of lands. 

· He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers. 

· He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their salaries. 

· He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our people, and eat out their substance. 

· He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies without the consent of our legislature. 

· He has affected to render the military independent of and superior to civil power. 

· He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his assent to their acts of pretended legislation: 

· For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

· For protecting them, by mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these states: 

· For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world: 

· For imposing taxes on us without our consent: 

· For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury: 

· For transporting us beyond seas to be tried for pretended offenses: 

· For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary government, and enlarging its boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule in these colonies: 

· For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our governments: 

· For suspending our own legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever. 

· He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and waging war against us. 

· He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people. 

· He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation. 

· He has constrained our fellow citizens taken captive on the high seas to bear arms against their country, to become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. 

· He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavored to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known rule of warfare, is undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. 


In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble terms: our repeated petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 


Nor have we been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, enemies in war, in peace friends. 


We, therefore, the representatives of the United States of America, in General Congress, assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the authority of the good people of these colonies, solemnly publish and declare, that these united colonies are, and of right ought to be free and independent states; that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the state of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as free and independent states, they have full power to levy war, conclude peace, contract alliances, establish commerce, and to do all other acts and things which independent states may of right do. And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor. 
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1. What maxim does a utilitarian believe?

2. For Mill, what is the proper role of government?

3. What does Mill say a government should never limit?

4. According to Mill, why should a minority opinion never be restricted by the government?

5. Why is it a good thing to encourage civil discussion of opposing ideas?

6. What are the exceptions to Mill’s basic ideas about the proper role of government?

7. Does Mill favor government power or individual liberty more?

8. Hypothesize: What would the “ideal” government look like to Mill?
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Karl Marx 
1. Where are the foundations of Marxian philosophy?

2. What text did Marx and Engels publish?

3. What did they hope would occur?

4. Define proletariat:

5. Define bourgeoisie:

6. What would be the result of a communist revolution?
Unit V Review Guide
1. Why do societies form governments?

2. Plato advocated what form of government? Who would rule in this government?

3. Plato’s ideal society has three classes harmoniously performing their duty. What are they and what do they represent?

4. What is the purpose of Plato’s “Ring of Gyges”?

5. Thomas Hobbes argued for a social contract. What is that? Why is it needed?

6. What was Thomas Hobbes’ state of nature like?

7. According to John Locke, what is a fair government?

8. What were John Locke’s natural rights?

9. Who argued that people were basically good in their state of nature?

10.  What philosopher argued for utilitarianism?
11. In Machiavelli’s The Prince, how should the leader act?

12. Which philosopher would argue that the, “end justifies the means”. 

Essay Prompt:

In an essay, explain which political philosopher discussed in class provides the most just political philosophy? In other words, which political structure best provides for its citizens and why?

Sample Outline:

Paragraph 1: Introduction with topic sentence

Paragraph 2: Explain the political philosophy that is most just

Paragraph 3: Explain your first piece of evidence for your argument

Paragraph 4: Explain another piece of evidence for your argument

Paragraph 5: Conclusion with restated topic sentence
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